Configuring Cron
Maintenance Tasks

e Goal

Prerequisite knowledge

e Steps

e Related concepts

e Videos

e Additional resources

Goal

Check whether cron maintenance tasks are run regularly, and if not, either install the core
Automated Cron module or run cron maintenance tasks from outside the website.

Prerequisite knowledge

Concept: Cron

Steps

1. Review the Status report (see Concept: Status Report) to see when cron maintenance

tasks were last run. If you installed the website using the core Standard installation profile
(or similar), then cron maintenance tasks might already be running via the core
Automated Cron module. By default, these tasks are run about every three hours.


https://docs.cocobook.com/link/778
https://docs.cocobook.com/link/776

2. Choose whether to run cron maintenance tasks using the core Automated Cron module, or
by other means. The core Automated Cron module might not be suitable for some
websites because:

e Each time someone accesses a page on the site, the module checks how long it has
been since cron maintenance tasks have last run, and then runs them if necessary. If
no one visits the website for a long time, cron maintenance tasks will not be run.

e Cron maintenance tasks are run after the page has been generated. This means
there is less time for the tasks to be run before various server timeouts are reached

(for example, PHP execution timeout). If this happens, the logs (see Concept: Log)
will show error messages that cron is unable to complete.

e There is a small scalability cost associated with the core Automated Cron module.
This is because one of the web server's processes is occupied (and can't serve other
web pages) until the cron maintenance tasks are complete.

3. If you want to use the core Automated Cron module, first make sure it is installed (it is

installed with the core Standard install profile; see Installing a Module if it is not installed).
Next, configure the module to control how frequently cron maintenance tasks are run. In
the Manage administrative menu, navigate to Configuration > System > Cron (
admin/config/system/cron). Select the desired interval from the Run cron every field under
Cron settings, and click Save configuration.

Home > Administration > Configuration »> System

Cron -

Cron takes care of running periodic tasks like checking for updates and indexing content for search.

Run cron

Last run: 4 minutes 18 seconds ago.

To run cron from outside the site, go to https://example.com/cron/NVW5Pz80xU6IpRwIFMpY3PEsrvmGZp3URaHWEOHpd-Nyi75gTNicGeg8oeun5zQ-g_6maQgxk_Q

» Cron settings

Detailed cron logging

Run times of individual cron jobs will be written to watchdog

Run cron every

More information about setting up scheduled tasks can be found by reading the cron tutorial on drupal.org.

Save configuration

4. If you want to run cron maintenance tasks from outside the website, uninstall the core

Automated Cron module (see Uninstalling Unused Modules). Next, find the cron URL. This

URL is shown in the Status report (see Concept: Status Report), and in the Cron
administration page (see previous step). The URL looks like this:
http://www.example.com/cron/OMgWtfB33FYbbQ5UAC3LOLL3RCOPT3RNUBZILLAONfIRe
Whenever this URL is visited, cron maintenance tasks will run. Set up one of the following
schedulers to access this URL regularly:

e The Cron daemon (Linux, OS X, Solaris, BSD)



https://docs.cocobook.com/link/775
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scalability
https://docs.cocobook.com/link/707
https://docs.cocobook.com/link/708
https://docs.cocobook.com/link/776
https://www.drupal.org/docs/7/setting-up-cron/configuring-cron-jobs-using-the-cron-command

e Scheduled Tasks (Windows)

e A cron SASS provider (software as a service)

e A cron manager provided by your web hosting provider (see the documentation
provided by your provider)

Related concepts

Concept: Security and Regular Updates

Videos

Configuring Cron Maintenance Tasks

Additional resources

e Drush page "Running Drupal cron tasks from Drush"

e Drupal.org community documentation page "Setting up cron
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https://www.drupal.org/docs/7/setting-up-cron-for-drupal/configuring-cron-jobs-with-windows
https://docs.cocobook.com/link/780
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ts4g1jTEAt4
https://www.drush.org/latest/cron/
https://www.drupal.org/docs/7/setting-up-cron/overview

